The DOI cannot proceed with implementation of this alternative without revision to the
Forest Plan and USFS approval. In addition, based on comments received to date, the
alternative seemsto lack public interest and support. Therefore, this alternative is
being dropped from further consideration.

7.3  Addition of the Proctor Option (Modified Version of the Flint Gap Corridor)

Revisionsto the full build aternative reflect the public’s desire to avoid major bridge
crossings and to have accessto the Proctor area. Two main routes were considered to
address these concerns, the Deep Gap route and the Proctor route. The Deep Gap route
would turn north from the Northern Shore Corridor in the vicinity of Pilkey Creek and
Clark Branch and continue through the Deegp Gap for approximately 3.8 miles (6.1 km)
(this route was considered during the initial options phase and is shown on Figure 6 as
segment 31). The Proctor route would utilize an approximately 6.1-mile (9.8-km)
portion (from where the Deep Gap Corridor segment originates) of the Northern Shore
Corridor before turning north to follow the Lakeshore Trail for approximately 2.7
miles (4.3 km). At this point, both routes would continue to follow the Lakeshore Trall
to the west, avoiding the major bridge crossings of the Hazel Creek and Eagle Creek
embayments and offering access to the Proctor area. The Proctor route (including the
portion of the Degp Gap route that overlaps the Proctor route) is a modified version of
the Hint Gap Corridor, which was originally suggested for elimination from further
study (see Section 4.2.3).

The Deep Gap route, as compared with the Proctor route, is expected to have a greater
potential to inhibit the ability for vehiclesto stop, more frequent road closures, and
increased erosion problems. The use of steep grades for long distances, especially with
the presence of precipitation, is a greater concern with the Deep Gap route than with
the Proctor route. More than half the length (approximately 2.7 miles[4.3 km]) of the
Deep Gap route involves continual steep grades. 1n addition to snow and ice
necessitating road closure, frost occurrences would likely hinder proper vehicle control
and cause more closures for the Deegp Gap route. Based on these concerns, the Deep
Gap route is not recommended for detailed study in the DEIS. The Proctor route
(referred to as the Proctor Option) was incorporated as the baseline corridor of the
Northern Shore Corridor Alternative (shown on Figure 9) for detailed study in the
DEIS, as discussed in more detail in Section 8. Also, enhancements for all detailed
study aternatives and further development of the Laurel Branch Picnic Areaand the
Bushnell Alternatives are detailed in Section 8 of this report.
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